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journal is to become what you and those who have its interests at heart desire ? 
Will you not, individually, aid in increasing its circulation ? Will not each one 
of you make a bona fide effort to add one, two, or more names to its subscription- 
list ? That this can be done by you with only a slight effort is certain. Can you 
doubt the good result of such an endeavor on your part ? Have you not sufficient 
interest in the work of which the Student is the medium, to exert your influence 
at least to this extent ? It is a mistake for you to suppose that your aid is not 
needed. Unless such help is afforded, and by you, the journal cannot continue to 
meet the growing expectations of its friends and patrons. 

Shall this appeal for your individual aid and encouragement be of no avail V 
Will you, after reading this request, dismiss it entirely from your mind ? Or, will 
you kindly interest yourself in this matter, regarding it as one which has a just 
claim upon you, and secure, before the next number is issued, the names of some 
who need only a word from you to induce them to subscribe ? Many of you have 
said in personal letters to the editor: " The Student is doing a valuable work. 
I wish it every success." Did you really mean this ? Will you not indicate your 
interest in this work, your confidence in it, your appreciation of it, by rendering, 
at this time, the help which you owe, and which we need ? 



The Relation to the Pentateuch of Ezra and Ezekiel.— In this number our readers 
are given an article by Dr. Rufus P. Stebbins, known widely and deservedly as the 
author of " A Study of the Pentateuch." This article, published last October, in The, 
Unitarian Beview, is republished in the Student, because it is regarded as a paper 
of high merit, and because it is not supposed that any considerable proportion of 
our readers have had an opportunity of reading it. But these are not the only 
reasons for the publication. In our next number, Dr. Stebbins will discuss the 
question, " Did the Prophet Ezekiel xorite, or edit, or remodel any part of the Penta- 
teuch f" The contents of the second article render necessary a reading of this 
article. Shall we then not give careful study, with Bible in hand, to the discus- 
sion here presented, remembering that the question asked at this time concerning 
Ezra will be asked again concerning Ezekiel ; that this question is a vital one, 
affecting, indeed, the very foundation on which rests the views of those critics 
who would assign the Pentateuch to late writers; that the question is discussed by 
one, who has given to such study his entire life, and who, after an exhaustive in- 
vestigation of all the points at issue, declares so unhesitatingly in favor of the old 
views,— a declaration the more to be valued when we consider the general atti- 
tude of his denomination to these very questions. 



The Comparative Study of Religions. — Interest in the religious ideas and organ- 
izations of primitive and non- Christian races and nations is beginning to be felt 
as it has never been felt before by Christian scholars. Not much over a century 
ago, Samuel Johnson declared " There are two objects of curiosity, the Christian 
world and the Mohammedan world ; all the rest may be considered as barbarous." 

To-day we are not satisfied with Johnson's narrow judgment : all the religious" 
systems of the world are undergoing investigation ; the libraries and sacred books 
of the east written in the clay or carved upon the rocks are being deciphered for 
the edification of western minds ; and the view of our time may be appropriately 
summed up in the somewhat extravagant assertion of Tylor, " He who only knows 
one religion can no more understand that religion than he who only knows one 
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language can understand that language." Already sufficient facts have been col- 
lected to encourage advocates of this study to claim for it the name of a science — 
the Science of Comparative Eeligion. Mr. Joseph Cook has enumerated it as one 
among the legitimate grounds of the demand for a new Theology. More books 
upon this subject are issuing from the press than upon any other in the line of 
theology and religion. Lectureships and Professorships are founded in many of 
our Theological institutions to deal with its problems. No seminary engaged in 
theological instruction is regarded as " up to the times " if it fails to devote some 
attention to this department. Such are a few of the evidences of the new interest 
in the subject. 

This great department of study will prove to be of no transient or trifling im- 
portance. It is destined to enlarge and expand. It is bound to exercise as much, 
if not more, influence upon religious thinking for the next twenty-five years than 
any other topic which can be named. It presents grave and weighty problems for 
solution. It affords, to be sure, unsuspected and strong arguments for Christianity. 
But, at the same time, with certain phases of current Christian thought it is 
likely to come into collision. On the historical side, the assertion is made that 
the sacred book of the Hebrews derived its elements from the traditions of other 
nations, and that they cannot be regarded as historically credible. On the specu- 
lative side, it is argued that the facts of comparative religion show that religion 
is not heaven-born, but that man developed it as he arose out of the savage state. 
He started with Fetichism and produced Christianity. It is not extravagant to 
declare that this scientific study of the Religions of the world will materially 
modify some of our present Christian conceptions. 

Bold and reckless assertions as to the present results of this new science must 
be avoided. It is as yet young. The facts necessary for a complete and satisfac- 
tory induction are not yet gathered. Even about the character of Buddhism, a 
religion which to-day numbers its adherents by the millions, a complete diverg- 
ence of opinion exists among competent scholars. If this is true in regard to a 
living religion, how much more unsatisfactory must be our knowledge of that of 
Mexico, Assyria or Egypt, of which the materials for investigation are only now 
coming to light ! 

So closely related is this study with that of the Old Testament, that discussions 
upon their mutual relations have already appeared in the pages of The Old 
Testament Student. The announcement will be received with satisfaction by 
all that the publication of a series of articles treating of the Comparative Study of 
Religion, especially of the earlier religions of the East, will be commenced in the 
next number. These articles have been prepared by one who for many years has 
given himself to this line of study. They will be found by our readers to furnish 
the results of all the valuable information which has up to this time been collect- 
ed. The articles will continue through ten numbers, and will be furnished by the 
Bev. Dr. Justin A. Smith, editor of The Standard, than whom few American 
scholars have given more attention to the historical and philosophical questions 
connected with the Orient. 



